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This little Tract was draton ud with a defi Ion 
of being left at the Houſe of Adverſity, as 
a means of ſtrengthening the kints which 


might be ſuggeſted by a Paſtoral Viſit. 


The chief attention has therefore been paid to 
plainneſs and Simpliciy of truth and lau- 
guage—in hopes it might be acceptable to a 

mind ſolemnized by affliction, and eſpecially 

e thoſe, who ſeldom but. in affliction, think 
er God. 


The Prayers collected from the cloſe of the 
Liturgy, printed on black Letter, by Robert 
Barker, 1607—, which were annexed to 
the fir Edition of this Addreſs, are nw 

printed ſeparately. Price gd. 


' 
= _— = — = 

— d - 2. — — 
— — - 1 


EW SLES —— — 


REFLECTIONS, &c. 


My prAx FRIEND, 


\ \ E are commanded by the word of 


God to remember thoſe, who ſuffer adverſity, 


as being ourſelves alſo in the body. It has 


pleaſed God, who ordereth all events, to viſit 
vou with affliction; and I hope you will give 
me credit, when I aſſure you that I molt ten- 
derly feel for you, and that I bear you on my 
heart in my prayers to God, that of his great 
mercy he will comfort and ſupport you: that 
he would make this affliction a bleſſing to your 
foul, — and bring you ſafely through it, that 
you may praiſe his holy name. — Perhaps you 
have ſometimes been led to wonder, why God 

your creator, and governor, ſhould thus af- 
flict you? and the thought has come into your 
mind, that you were hardly dealt with. — Be 
| aſſured that all juch thoughts ariſe from the 

enemy of your ſoul, the devil, and are un- 
worthy of God. Inſtead of dealing hardly 


with you, God's dealings are merciful, He 


corrects you in mercy, as a kind father may 


at times think it his duty to correc the child, 
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in whom he deligbtetb. Therefore let this 


thought be fixed on your heart, God is at 
this very time viſiting me in mercy to my ſoul; 
* it is a time of his divine love, and he is 
calling upon me to think feriouſly, and to 


lift up my heart to him; he ſees that L have 
been more anxious about this world, than 


« the world to come; and he has, in great 
love and pity to my ſoul, ſent me this ca- 
© lamity— O may it teach me to love this 
world leſs, and be more earneſt for the other. 


The deſign of this addreſs is to try, if I can 
aſſiſt you to improve this affliction.— I ſhall 
endeavour to preſent to you a few plain reflec= 
tious, in as plain language, as I can make uſe 


of; — and, as God only can make the reading 


of it ufeful to you, let me entreat you to beg, 
that God will bleſs it to your foul, that ſo it 
may be a matter of praiſe and thankfulneſs both 
to you, and to me, and that FoR EVER. 
There was once a time when ſickneſs, pain, 
and forrow were not ſo much as known, If 
you enquire, how they firſt came into the 
world? let me tell you, that God formed 


Man holy, and happy—Genr. c. i. v. 26. 27, 
28. Man loved God, and delighted to do 


his will; in the employ of praiſe, prayer and 
duty, he enjoyed a Heaven on earth. — All 
the powers of his ſoul, and body, were in a 
ſtate of perfection ; ; he was is perfectly happy in 

a lenſe 
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a ſenſe of the ſavor of God; he knew no ſin; 
he felt no pain; nor was Anquaintey with 
grief. This happy ſtate, alaſs! did not 
laſt long. Man broke the law of God by 
eating of the fruit of the forbidden tree. God 
was offended, and pronounced a curſe upon 
him. This is the account, which the Bible 
gives of the miſery of man: —read Gen. C. iii. 
and you will find the affecting hiſtory of all 
our ſorrow; eſpecially from the 16, to the 
19th veric.—— We are thus by the word of 
God tau-et that all pain, and grief, and ad- 
verſity is the effect of fin. All the confuſion, 
war, and bloodſhed on the earth; all the 
ſtrife, and ill will, and contention in families; 
all the calamities, difeaſes, diſappointments, 
and apprehenſions, which afflict the ſoul and 
the body; all the inſtances, in which death 
robs us of our relatives, and friends; and that 

event, at which we naturally tremble, our 
own departure, all theſe were brought into 
the world by ſin; and by theſe God bears 
witneſs to the truth of his word; they are 
the tokens of his diſpleaſure, 


Nou, my dear friend, are perhaps at this 
8 time proving how true this obſervation 
is.— You are now in affliction; perhaps {uf- 
has through diſtreſſing events; your pro- 
ſpects in lite are all diſappointed ; or your cir- 
cumſtauces are re perplexed and in ruin; or death 
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1 
hath torn from you tender relatives: the part- 
ner of your affeQtions, the child, in whom” 
your very life ſeemed bound up, or the friend, 
that was dear to you as your own foul, is, 
alas! now no more——or perhaps you your- 
ſelf are laid on a bed of ſickneſs, and death 
ſtands ſtaring you in the face. — It is then 
with you the dar of adverſity; God is ſpeaking. 
to you, — God at this time calls you afide from 
the world in tender mercy, that you may now, 
more than ever, converſe with him, and your 
own ſoul.— He ſpeaks tenderly, and awfully; 
he expects that you ſhould liſten to him,— 
His voice ſays 5 prepare to meet my * 


Art thou in adverſity? Then conddery 
1ſt, Who hath appointed it; 


2d. Wherefore hath God pointed ie it. 
zaly. The diſpoſition, which God requires. 


IJ. Who hath appointed it? Knew that 
1F 1s OF cop and he doth not afflict wil- 
lingly nor grieve the children of men. God is 
now, at this very time, ſpeaking perſonally 
to you. Remember, God is infinite in glory 
and majeſty; He is a jusr God, and there- 
tore has not laid on you more than you deſerve, 

Lam, 
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Lam. c iii, v. 22, and 39. He is a good and 
gracious God, and therefore deſigns your 
amendment and benefit.— He is a wiſe God 
and therefore hath judged this affliction to be 
moſt uſeful for you. — How condeſcending is 
your heavenly Father] O the humility of God! 
Perhaps, my friend, you have hitherto thought 
little on theſe things; perhaps never till this 
time did the concerns of your never dying 
| ſoul, or the love of your Savior make any 
impreſſion on you:— O how indulgent then 
is God! How very gracious! He hath taken 
this ſtep to check your careleſſneſs; he is 
giving you a timely hint, left you ſhould {till 
depart from him, and periſh forever. Let 
your prayer then be this, O my moſt mer- 
_ * ciful Savior! Have I fo oft offended thee, 
and art thou ftill ſeeking thy wandering 
«* ſheep? Haſt thou ſeen me fo long fooliſh 
© and ignorant; and art thou correcting me 
© in mercy? Doth this freſh affliction tell me 
that thy arms are {till open to receive me? 
O let thy Holy Spirit aſſiſt me, that I may hear 
thy voice, and live for ever.“ 
He affured then that THis 1s or cop; not 
of chance; but of God's gracious deſign. T's 
day then, if you will hear God's voice, harden 
not your heart; — Your eternal happinefs, or 
eternal miſery, may depend on the uſe, which 
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WE), 
make of this preſent afffiction. It is God's 
meſſenger. God does, as it were, by this 
means, beſeech you to be reconciled to him. 
Prize then this opportunity for ' ſerious re- 
flection; if any of your friends, or attendants," 
adviſe you to put ſuch thoughts away from 
you, they are the enemies of your ſoul; they 
act the very part, which your adverſary the 
Devil would have them ;— liſten to the plain 
and tender advice of pious viſitants, and ſay, 
as David ſaid. 1 know, O Lord, that thy 
_« judgments are right, and that thou in very 
_ aithfuineſs haſt afflicted me /a. 119. 75. 


II. Wherefore God hath appointed it. 
The leſſon of affliction is— Man know thyſelf. 
Man know thy God. The deſign of God in 
What he hath laid upon you is — 1ſt, To 
teach you what you really are. — Job was a 
holy man;— it pleaſed God to vifit him with 
adverſity; — he was brought to cry out — 
4 Behold, I am vile! What ſhall J anſwer 
486 thee? 1 abhor myſelt, and repent in duſt 
and aſhes,” Job, c. 40, v. 4, c. 42, v. 0. He 
was ſorely afflicted, and by this means he 
became acquainted with God and with himfelf. 
Say then This is God's preſent deſign with 
« me; I have gone aſtray like a loſt ſheep, this 
is now the voice of my God; he is cal- 
os ling 
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ling me to repentance.“ If God then is 
teaching you what you are, remember it is 
your duty to examine yourſelf, — Humble 
yourſelf therefore before God. Conſider your 
ſins.— It was God, who made you, and , 
formed you for his glory and your good ,— 
Have you honored God with all your powers 
of ſoul and body? Have you been intent on 
Glorifying him? Have you -endeavored to 
lead others into the ways of Godlineſs? Let 
me beg your ſerious attention and be not 
angry when I tell you the truth. — The 
Law of God declares, „Thou fhalt love the 
„Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
„all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind. And 
«« thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf,” 
Hat. c. xxii. v. 37, &c. This Law is ſpiritual, 
that is, it reacheth to the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart; it condemns a ſinful 
thought, as well as a ſinful action. It reveals 
the wrath of God againſt all unrighteouſneſs 
in thought, word, and deed. —— Perhaps till 
now you. ſeldom or never conſidered this. 
Aſk your conſcience, as to the firſt and ſe- 
cond commandments have you loud God above 
«|? Have you not been more anxious about 
' riches, gain, buſineſs, the pleaſures, and ho- 
nors of the world, than about frying God | 


[1] 

and gloryfying him? Have you not loved 
theſe things more than God? Have you not 
been more. concerned to gratify yourſelf in 
theſe things than to do the will of God? Matt. 
c. x, v. 37, &c. 1 Fohn, c. ll, v. 15, &e. 
Have you worſhiped and ſerved God with all 
your heart? As to the third commandment, 
have you honored his holy name? Have you 
never curſed or ſworn, or taken God's name 
in vain by ſuch expreſſions, as O Lord, O 
Chriſt, &c. on trifling occaſions? Have you 

never repeated your prayers in private, or at 
church, without thinking on what you were 


about? O what mockery of God is this!“! 


And if God had ſtruck you dead on the ſpot 
where had you been! Again have you honored 
God's holy word and made the Bible the rule 
of your opinions and conduct? —— As to the 
fourth commandment ; have you remembered to 
 kuup holy the ſabbath ? have you never idled it 
away infloth, worldly buſineſs, journies, trifling 
viſiting, revelling, drunkennefs, or pleaſure * 
Have you never wiltully neglected public wor- 
ſhip, or private duties? Did your children 
and your ſervants profit by your godly exam- 
ple and inſtruction? * Or were they by your 
| i 7 mold 
* Iſaiah, c. Ivii, v. 13. 
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neglict taught to neglect God alſo? — Alas f 
How many ſabbaths have you loſt, and for 
which God will bring you to an awful account. 


Examine yourſelf as to your duty towards your 
neighbour. You have perhaps lived without 
God; and ſo has your wife, or your huſband; 
ſo have your children: ſo have your fervants; 
and you have taken no pains to prevent it.— 
What advice have you given them? What 
prayers have you offered to God for them? 
Alas! alas! with ſuch unconcern for their 
ſouls how can you ſay, you have done your 
duty to your neighbour Have you honored 
your father and mother and given each ſaperior, 
their due reſpect? Have you treated inferiors 
with juſtice, kindneſs and the honor due to 
all men? Read the Church Catechiſm on your 
duty to your neighbour and examine yourſelf 
theteby*— Have you never given way to re- 
venge, or paſſion, or been angry without a 
cauſe? Have you never felt or indulged looſe un- 
chaſle defires? Have you never taken or longed 
to take unfair advantage in trade, in buying, 
or ſelling ? Have you in every inſtance paid a. 
ſtrict regard to ſpeaking the truth? Have you 
been always at/entive not to injure your neigh= 
bour's character, property, perſon, and hap- 

pinels 


1 
pineſs? My friend, judge yourſelf, for you 
will aſſuredly be judged of the Lord Matt. 
c. V. V. 22, 28. 1 John, c. iii. v. 18. 


God's word charges you with fin, and con- 
demns you as a ſinner.— The Liturgy of the 
Church of England acknowledges the awful 
truth, when, after the recital of each command- 
ment, we are taught to ſay © Lord have mercy 
upon us.” — This very language is a confeſſion 
of our guilt, — and when we adjoin—““ Incline 
our heal ts to keep this law,” is it not a declara- 
tion both of our depravity and our utter help- 
leflineſs? —— Now my friend, have you laid this 
to heart, and repented truly of your ſins paſt ? 
Or have you lived without ever thinking 
what you were doing? You had time after 
time been informed that God gave his Son to 
die for your fins; but how little! how ſeldom, 
or ever have you thought about it! alas! no 
more, than if ſuch an event had never been. 
The love of God in Chriſt will be the wonder 
of eternity; it is what all the Angels and 
Saints of God adore; but you have not 
thought it worth reflecting on. O what baſe 
ingratitude | what contempt of God is this“! 
Now, God deſigns, by this affliction, to bring 
_ theſe things home to your heart ;— and, if you 
are rightly humbled on account of your fins, 

you 


El 
you will cry, God be merciful to me a ſinner” 
you will ſay, O Lord, I thank thee that 
thon didſt not cut me off by ſudden death, 
I bleſs thy holy name that this thy chaſtiſement 
of me is ſent inſtead of my eternal condemnation , 


Another reaſon, why God hath aflite!l you, 
is to ſhew you 2dly The uncertainty and 
vanity of all earthly things. By nature we 
love the world. Our hearts are cloſely knit to 
it.— God firikes in mercy to take us off from 
it. 2 Cor. c. i. v. 9.— Yo! were lately all 
? alive in the purſuit of riches, conſequence, 
or pleaſure — You were in hopes of getting 
forward in life, and promiſed yourſelf much 
comfort, and happineſs; — but you have met 
with trials, vexation, and diſappointment. 
Well my friend, God is teaching you that 
happineſs is not here. — What can pleaſure 
do for you when the heart is wounded and 
ſad? Can riches and honors profit you now? 
Can -they reſcue from the grave a beloved yet 
dying relation? Or ſuppoſing that you are 

likely to die, do theſe things give you any 
comfort? Alas! you muſt leave them all and 
that FOR EVER O then look far above 
them; look up to your God Set your affec- 
tions on things above, not on n things on: the 
earth . 
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earth. Col. c. lil, v. Is 2. 

Your heavenly Father has appointed this 
Adverſity to teach you, gdly The knowledge of 
himſeiß, as the ſpring of true and abiding bappi- 
neſs—— Thus Job ſaid, after God had afflicted 
him, „I have heard of thee by the hearing 
„of the ear, but now mine eye ſeeth thee.” 


When you were in health and ſpirits, you 
were buſy in the world; you perhaps roſe 
early, and came late to reſt ; but you allowed 
yourſelf no time to think of your ſoul, no 
time to think upon God. Dreadful thought! 
A creature depending on his Creator every 
moment, and yet never thinking upon him. O 
what agony will this occaſion to thouſands of 
ſouls in eternity! To reflect, „J once had 
a merciful God. a gracious Redecmer ; but 1 
was too buly in the world to think about him. 
Alas! alas! I ſported with my own mercies ; 
ah! and with my own deſtruction— I turned 
a deaf ear to God; and now He turns a deaf 
ear to my cries, and that FOR EvER.“ My 
dear friend; Gdd hath afflicted you in mercy 
that you may think of him in time and, that 
you may have time to think of him, he hath 
called you aſide from the buſtle of the world 
Improve then the opportunity. How kind is 


God! 


Mi! 
God! How flow to anger ! How gracious are 
his deſigns! This very affliction tells you 
that he is not willing that you ſhould periſh, 
but rather that you ſhould come unto him and 
be ſaved ;— and will you jet him addreſs you 
in vain? Hear how tender his words are— 
*« as many as I love, I rebuke and chaſten, 
* Rev. c. ili. v. 19. As a father pitieth his 
ee own children, even fo is the Lord merciful 
„“ to them that fear him, he knoweth: their 
& frame, he remembereth that they are but 
. duſt,” O how great his goodneſs ! | 


Adverlity is defigned to teach you the loving 
kindneſs of the Lord, that he is long ſuiter- 
ing, and {mites in mercy to your ſoul, 


Thus your heavenly Father ſheweth you 
wherein true happineſs conſiſts— that is in 
the love of God in loving, ſerving, praiſing, 
adoring God and doing his holy will.— Unleſs 


you ſeek your happineſs in this, you wil. 


always be unhappy, both here, and hereafter, 


The nurſe often embitters the breaſt to wean 


the Child: and God embitters the world to wean 
our hearts. from it. 
brings the matter home to your heart; your 
comforts are dying comforts; you yourſelf 
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are a dying ereature, — follow then the advice 


of your Savior, „Seek firſt of all the kingdom 
of God, and his righteouſneſs; and all other 
things (which are really needful) ſhall be add- 


ed unto you.” Matt. vi. 33. My friend, 


God is now ſpeaking to you; he demands 
your attention, and he is waiting to be graci— 
ous to your ſoul. 


III. Confider, the uſe and improv ement, 
which God requires you to make of Adverſity. 


It is a time deſigned of God for very ſerious 
reflection. Things are ſerious with you now. 


How much more ſerious will they be hereafter! 
If you cannot bear to reflect on your ſins, and 
on eternity now; O think how will you bear 
it, when your eyes ſhall ſce the“ judge 
« coming in his glory, and all his holy angels 
« with him.“ W hen the trumpet ſhall ſound, 
and the dead ſhall be raiſed ;” and when you 


and all your acquaintance, and the whole 
world ſhall ſtand before God. —— O place 


theſe ſcenes before you they are great reali- 
tics, and you will moſt certainly find them fo. 
Therefore let me beſeech you, let me intreat 
| you, ſelze this opportunity to converſe with 
your heart.— Take the advice of the Bible.— 
« Examine 


Matt, | c. XXV. v. 3 2, Kc. 


Br 

% Examine yourſelf whether you are in the 
„faith.“ 2 Cor, c. xili. v. 5'— Read the 
Law of God with great attention; aſk your 
conſcience, have you in thought, word, and 
deed lived according to the will of God? 
hath your diſpoſition, your temper, your pur- 
ſuit, your behaviour, and conduct been 

regulated by the Bible?— Read the Lord's 
Prayer; make every petition a form of ſelf-ex- 
amination, and enquire of your heart, whether 
that, which you have ſo oft expreſſed with 
your lips, has ever been the requeſt, the 
earneſt requeſt of your ſoul, — Ah! my friend, 
how home will theſe queſtions come to you, 
when you are ſtanding before your God, wait- 
ing your final doom !! And let me urge them 
upon you now, that you may flee from the 
wrath to come. —— When you have taken an 
humbling view of your fins and juſt deſert of 
the wrath of God, ſtudy the nature of the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; glory for ever be to 
his name who came down from Heaven, and 
was made man : he lived, and died for us;— 
he died to ſave;—he lives at this time in glory 
to receive returning fſinners— he calls you to 
repentance, he aſſures you how willing he 
is to ſhew mercy— As xvii. v. 30. God 
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commands all men every where to repent.” 
Repentance conſiſts in a genuine forrow tor 
un: — it ariſes from ſeeing the evil of fin, as 
Þþ committed againſt the infinitely Holy Law of 
1 the infinitely Holy God it conſiſts alſo in 
turning from ſin unto God, and implies ſtead- 
0 faſt purpoſe of, and endeavour after new obe- 
1 dience. If God has convinced you of your 
fin and you are humbled, and deſirous of 
mercy; as ſurely as you do enquire © what 
muſt I do to be ſaved,” ſo ſurely does the 
Goſpel addreſs you, © believe on the Lord 
« Jeſus and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” Afr. Xvi. 
31, Kc. — Believe that the Lord Jeſus is 
able 2nd willing to ſave, caſt your hopes on 
his mercy receive him as your prophet, prieſt, 
and king.— O thus go, and humble yourſelf 
before him—entreat him to be gracious, and 
to make this affliction a bleſſing to your im- 
mortal ſoul.- I. ſhall at the cloſe of this 
addreſs add a plain ſtatement of the way of 
Salvation; and 1 hope you will read it again 
and again, till you perfectly underſtand it. 


T „ ea __— 
* 2 — of * Ivy q 


4 Ts any man afflicted? ſays St. James, 
LET HIM PRAY''— O my friend, then be much 
in prayer to God—your God invites you to 

„„ er 


E 

pray to him. He ſays moſt kindly, “ aſk and 
&« you ſhall receive.” “ Your heavenly Father 
„will give his Holy Spirit to them, who 
© aſk him.” Lake, c. xi. v. 9, to 13. And 
ſhall not his paſt mercies, as well as your own 
need, and danger, Jead you to lift up your 
heart to your God. How many of your ac- 
quaintance, and your neighbours have been 
called into eternity, and ſome of them perhaps 
SUDDENLY !— And God has ſpared you! Had 
God cut you off ſuddenly, unprepared, where, 
ah! where might you have been! * Awake 
then, ariſe and call upon God. Awake thou 
c that ſleepeth, ariſe from the dead and Chriſt 
„ ſhall give thee light— Eh, v. 14, — 
Stir up your heart, and the hearts of your fa- 
mily, and friends and call upon God to fanc- 
tify this preſent adverſity. God the Holy 
Spirit can alone teach you the knowledge of 
your own heart, and the knowledge of your 
Savior; therefore beg his divine aſſiſtance, 
that your foul may profit by this viſitation, 
and that you may have reaſon to bleſs God ſor 
it, and that FOR EVER. 


0 let me once more urge it upon you: have 
you loſt a tender, and affectionate partner? — 
have you followed to the grave a beloved pa- 
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20 
rent, or a beloved child ?— or have you parted 
with the friend, who was dear to you as your 
own ſoul ?—or, are you in ſickneſs, —in a de- 
licate ſtate of health, —or brought to poverty, 
diſtreſs, —and want: or, what is ſtill more af- 
fecting, in dying circumſtances, and in a few 
days, you expect to leave all below. Still let 
me tell you that your God is able to comfort 
you, to ſupport you, and to make even all 
theſe trying events to be ſo many mercies to 


your ſoul. May they, through his grace, be 


the means of leading you to look up to him, 


and they will then prove bleſſings of the great- 


eſt value! Think then, that your God is 


now ſpeaking. To day, if you will hear his 


voice, harden not your heart. How ten- 
derly did Chriſt weep, over Jeruſalem,” Lutte c. 


XxIx. + 42. How tenderly did he weep at the 


tomb of Lazarus, John. xi. . 35. — And 


will you deſpiſe his goodneſs, which le:deth 


you to repentance?— O think that you hear 


now he pleads for ſinners; Father ſpare that 


ſinner, yet another year, Luke, xiii . 6, &c. 
Call to mind how he hung upon the crols, 
wounded, covered with blood, and dying.— 
Yor what was all this forrow? O my friend, 
the Lord Jeſus died that ſinners, ſuch as you 


and 1, ſhould live for eyer, God grant that 
| 3 5 fuck 


[21] 
ſuch love, ſuch dying love, may produce 2 
laſting impreſſion on your heart and mine. 


I ſhall not detain you longer than juſt to 
add that if it pleaſe God to ſupport you under 
this trial, if he brings you through this ad- 
verſity, or raiſes you from this fickneſs— let 
me entreat, and charge you to conſider Have 
you profited by it? — Can you ſay, it is good 
for me that I have been afflicted? Has your 
affliction been the means of your converſion 
to God?— Has it humbled you on account 
of your fins, and brought you to acknowledge 

that God was juſt in all, which he laid upon 
you?— Has it weaned your heart from the 
world, and made you more in earneſt for eter- 
nity ?— Has it brought you more to admire, 
adore, and love your God *— Has it filled 
you with more exalted views of the love of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, — and his great Salva- 
tion?— Have you a deeper ſenſe of your need 
of the divine teaching, influences, and aid 
of the Holy Spirit ?— Hath your affliction had 
a ſanctified effect on your temper, your words 
and actions? Hath it made you more tender, 
kind, and friendly to others; and taught you 
to have a real anxicty for others Salyation ?— 


In 


rt 


Th a word, have you reaſon to bleſs God for 
it? —If you have, O be careful not to loſe 
theſe impreſſions; ſeek the acquaintance of 
thoſe, whole godly converſation will aſſiſt you 
in the ways of God; and flee, flee from the 
company of thoſe, who by -the love of the 
world, negligence towards God, and diſlike 
of ſpiritual things would ruin your ſoul. Re- 
member that religion is not the work of a death 
bed, but it is the grand %u of life Remem- 
ber alſo, that, if this merciful warning be not 
improved, it may be the laſt warning; — your 
death may be ſudden, — God may ſay of you, 
my 3 ſhall not always ſtrive with that 
% man” Gen. vi. 3. — © TI will com? in an 
hour that he is not aware of, I will cut him 
&« aſunder and appoint him his portion, where 
the worm dicth not, and the fire is not 
„ quenched.” Mat. xxiv. 50, &c. 


O then let every conſideration of judgment 
and of mercy, of the dying love of God our 
Savior, and of the terrors of his law, of the 
value of your ſoul and the importance of eter- 
nity awaken you to flee from the wrath to 
come. — Then indeed ſhall theſe light af- 
iQtions, which are but for a moment, work 


out for you a far more excceding, and eternal 


weiglit 


8 


6 9 2 | 


weight of glory. God the Father) the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt will receive you, as a child 
redeemed by the blocd of Jelus—Yea, there 
mall be joy in the preſence of the Angels of 
God over you as 4 repenting ſinner, 


O what a bleed fate is this! This is happi- 
neſs indeed, and without it there is no happineſs 
to be enjoyed even in this world. For how 
can you be happy here, unleſs you have a well 
grounded hope of being happy hereafter ? And 
no hope whatever can you have while the 
wrath of God abideth upon you, John iii · 
36. May God then enable you by his 


grace to make ſuch uſe of this preſent ad- 


verſity as may lead you to the knowledge of 
him, whom to know is life eternal— May it 
be your happy, happy experience! And, then 
if it be not improper to make mention of one 
ſo unworthy, — ſhould he ever in this world 
hear of it, it will indeed occaſion no ſmall 


joy to him, who in writing this addreſs hopes 


that he has no other object in view than your 
preſent and eternal welfare. 


THE 


241 
TIE PLAN Ob SALVATION. 


The Reader is d. efred to l. ol out the paſſages of 
Jae e, which are here referred to 


There is one living and true God and in 
the Godhead there are three perſons— The 
FaTHER, The Sox, and the Holy GuosT, 


1 7ohn v. 7. Mat, xxvili. 19. 


Sd created man in his own image, and made 
him originally a holy and happy being Gen. 
i. 16, &c. — And every man, as conſiſting 
: T a material body, animal life, and a rational 
ſoul, poſſeſſeth an emblem in himſelf of the 
Trinity in Unity. 

Man fell from this ſtate of holineſs and 
happineſs by ſin, and this ſin brought on all 
mankind depravity, miſery, and death Gen. 
lil, vi. 5. Rom. Ve 12. Rom. ili. 12, viii 


7. A. li. 1, &c. 


The Law of God requireth man to love God 
with all his heart, mind, ſoul, and ſtrength, 
and to love his neighbour as himſelf, This is 
More fully expreſſed in the Ten Commandments 
and the whole Bible contains a commentary 
upon in it. This Law promiſed eternal life to 


the obſerver of it, —and denounces the wrath of 


God and eternal death to the man, who tranſ- 
greſſes 


greſſes it, in thought, word, or deed — Gal. 
ii. 10. Matt. xxii 37, &c. 1 Cor. vi. 
37. &C. 5 6 | 
All mankind have ſinned againſt this Holy 
 Law—and as ſuch are under the wrath and 
curſe of God, both as to this world and the 


world to come— Rom. i. 18. 2 Theſſ. 1.7, &c. 
Gal, iii. 10 ii. 16 to 21. 7 


God according to his mercy and pity gave his 


Son Jeſus Chriſt to ſave finners— He came 
down from heaven, was made man, led a life 
of perfect holineſs and mercy—ſuffered on the 
croſs for our ſins, roſe again from the dead and 


aſcended into heaven — Heb. ii. 9, &c, Ja. 


liii. 6, 7. Rom. ili. 23, &c. Gal. iii, 13, &e. 
In conſequence of this love of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt the Goſpel is preached :—The Goſpel is 


the glad tidings of what Chriſt hath done and 


ſuffered, and of the readineſs of God to receive, 


pardon, and juſtify ſuch ſinners, as truly turn 


to him. Luke li. 10. Rom, v. 10. Acts v. 30, 31. 
Heb. x. 17, 18. Acts. xiv. 15. 2 Cor. v. 18, &c. 


The means, by which men become partakers 
of theſe bleſſings, are by repentance, and faith; 
upon which, they are fully pardoned, made 
righteous, and received into the favor of God 
Matt. iv. 17. ix. 13. John iii. 14, &c. Agts 
XxX, 20, 21. Rom. v. I. viii 1. ohn iii 18, 36. 


and c. v. 24. 5 The 


26 ] 


The effect and evidence of this repentance 
and faith is obedience — the love of God and 
man, a faithful endeavour to preſerve a conſci- 
ence void of offence as to every inſtance of 
duty—in temper, word, behavior, and con- 
dact, — and renouncing the world, the fleſh 

and the devil 1 John ii. 15, &c. iii. 24. Tit, ii. 
11, &c. Matt, vii. 18, 21. Col. iii. Ry &c. iv. 
to 6. Matt. xxv. 31, &c. 

This chunge of heart is called in . Bible 
being born again—and it is produced by the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit John iii. 23. xvi. 8, 
Kc. 2 Cor. ili. 18 and v. 17. Eph 111. 14, 21, 
&c. iv. 21, &c. 

God hath commanded all men to repent of 
their ſins, to believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
and to obey him — and in order thereto hath 
preſcribed the following means of grace pray- 
er, -ſelf-examination,—reading the Bible, —at- 
tending public worſhip and the ſociety of the 
godly— 42s XVil. 30. I John ili. 23. Heb. v. 8, 
9. Luke xi. 13. Acts. viii. 22, &c. Nome . 
17. 2 Tim. ili. 18, &c. 


The Lord Jeſus Chriſt will at the laſt hs 
come in his glory to judge the world in righte- 
ouſneſs, when the righteous ſhall go into life 
eternal, and the impenitent, unbelieving and 
diſobedient who have ſet at nought his Salya- 


tion, ſhall go into everlaſting fire. Matt, xxv. 
31 to the end. 


— . — 
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APPENDIX 


The following Quotations are introduced 


in order to exhibit the contraſt between 
the ſpirit af a Worldly-minded Man, 

and the truly religious in the proſpect 
of Death: 


'Ta E firſt inſtance will be found recorded 


by the late pious Biſhop of Norwich, Ds. 
HoRNE, in his Sermon on Joſhua's choice 
vol. 4, page 33.— Theſe are the reflections 


of a man of pleaſure, whoſe heart was ſet on 


this world, the late Loxp ChESTER FIELD.“ 
Hear his acknowledgement and learn the leſſon 
which it enforces, ** I have run,“ ſays he, 
« the ſilly rounds of buſineſs and of pleaſure, 
and I have done with them all. I have en- 
joyed all the pleaſures of the world, and con- 
en know their futility, and do not re- 


* This quotation may alſo be found in the Rev. 

Nr. Goode's ſermon on the death of the Rev. W. 

Romaine, page 44+ 60. 1795. 
D 


gret 


[ 28 ] 
oret their loſs. J appraiſe them at their real 
value, which in truth is very low; whereas 
thoſe who have not experienced always over- 
rate them. They only ſee their gay outſide, 
and are dazzled with their glare. But I have 
been behind the ſcenes. I have ſeen all the 
coarſe pullies and dirty ropes which exhibit 
and move the gaudy machine. I have ſeen 
and ſmelt the tallow candles which illuminate 
the whole decoration, to the aſtoniſhment and 
_ admiration of an ignorant multidude, When 
I reflect back upon what 1 have ſeen, what I 
have heard, and what I have done, 1 can 
hardly perſuade myſelf that all that frivolous 
| hurry and buſtle and pleaſure of the world had 
any reality; but I look upon all that has paſſed 
as one of thoſe romantic dreams which opium 
commonly occaſions; and I do by no means 
deſire to repeat the nauſeous doſe, for the ſake 
of the fugitive dream. Shall 1 tell you that I 
bear this melancholy ſituation with that me- 
ritorious conſtancy and reſignation which moſt 
people boaſt of? No; for I really cannot help 
it, I bear it—hecauſe I mu bear it whether 
I will or no.—And: I think of nothing but 
killing time, now he is become mine enemy. 
It is my reſolution to fleep ar the Carriage 
the remainder of the j journey. 


The 


[ 29 ] 


The ſecond inſtance which exhibits the ſub- 


lime ſupports of true religion triumphing in the 
proſpect of death, is to be found in a tract en- 
titled “ The Chriſtian Character exemplified, from 
the papers of Mrs, M—M——A—s, 
late wiſe of Ma. F—— C—— A—s, of 
_ Goodman's Fields.”— It was publiſhed by the 

Rev. Joan NEwrTon, Rector of St, Mary Wol- 
noth— London= 1991 :—* 


Mrs As died of a deep decline at the 
age of 37, on the 28th July, 1789. In her 


diary dated June 13-—about fix weeks before 
her deceaſe, ſhe thus expreſſes herfelf in the 


proſpect of death. 

« Tune 13. I am till under the care 
of a phyſician, but he gives me no hope. 
Indeed, it would be both cruel, and in vain, 
to flatter me now, for my own weakneſs 
informs me, that I am going apace, I 
bleſs my God, 1 can now fay, Thy will be 
done! I can give up my dear huſband and 
children, with every earthly conneCtion, into 


his hands. He will take care of them. My 


| huſband's trial is great. I feel more for him 


than myſelf, But Heaven will make amends 
for all! Oh, how I pant and thirſt for the hap- 


py hour, when my Father will ſend his Angels 
to convey my ſpirit to reſt: 

D2 There 
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There remaineth a reſt for the people of God. 
I know that my Redeemef liveth. O Death, 
where is thy ſting! Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of Righteouſneſs! When I 
walk through the valley, 1 will fear no evil; 
thy rod, and thy ſtaff comfort me. Bleſſed 
are the dead which die in the Lord! _ 


I bleſs God, I have not one fear concerning 
dying. That Almighty Lord, who has fo won- 
derfully preſerved me to the prefent moment, 
will not forſake me in my laſt extremity. No, 

when fleſh and heart fail, He will be the 


ſtrength of my heart, and my portion forever! 


The following ktturs he wrote to "In buſtand, 
to le dilivered after her deceaſe——page 140. 
No. I. 
MY MOST DEARLY BELOVED, 

1 frequently hear of the death of one and 
another, which fills my mind with apprehenſion, 
for what am I better than they, that ! thould 
expect more favor from the Lord . 
The ſun of proſperity has ſhone upon me for 
Th five years, and Ihave been bleſſed withone of the 
the beſt of huſbands, which makes the thought 
of the parting ſtioke moſt ſenſibly painful to me, 
If i it were not tor the great realities of religion, 

1 could 


11 
I could not give up the beloved of my heart. All 


the powers of my ſoul are at work, when J 
think what your feelings will be in the trying 


hour of ſeparation, But my deareſt, grieve not 


as without hope; when a few more years have 

finiſhed their courſe, I truſt, through the merits 

of the Great Redeemer, that we ſhall have a 
happy meeting in our Heavenly Father's houſe. 
Then parting, ſighs, and tears ſhall be no more. 
Then, 1 humbly hope, we ſhall be for ever 
united in ſinging the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb, 


The Almighty, who by a chain of Provi- 
dences brought us together, and only lent me 
to you for a ſhort ſpace, has an undoubted 
right to recall me, when He pleaſes. Very 
pleaſant hait thou been to me in life, and in 


death we ſhall not be divided. You will ſhed 


a tear to my memory, when you reflect on the 


many, yea, I may ſay, very many happy 


hours we have ſpent, and the endearing con- 


verſation we have had together. But the ſub- 


jecd is too delicate, I mult not dwell on it. 
Thoſe ſeaſons are now paſt. They are vaniſh- 


£5 


ed, like the mos ning cloud, or early dew: No- 


thing now pretents itlelf to me, but forrow, 
anzuiſh, weeping friends, the gloomy appen— 
dages of death, and an opening graye. 
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Thb ö is a dreary proſpect; but bleſſed be God, 
here it ends. Beyond the grave, the ſcenes 


3 bright and happy. My reconciled God in 


Chriſt Jeſus, will receive me, place a crown 
of glory upon my head, and fix my abode for 
ever among the Sons of Light. Angels wait 
their commiſſion to conduct me to the New Je- 
ruſalem above, when, with a golden harp, 

and a palm of victory, I ſhall ſhine a Monu- 


ment of Mercy. There I ſhall wait the happy 


period of your arrival. Let this conſideration 


reſtrain your tears— Y our ſincerely affectionate 
wife is not dead, but ſleepeth. You may com- 
mit my body to the ground, in ſure and certain 
Hope ot a joyful refurrection. When you are 
performing the laſt kind offices of affection, I 

ſhall be rejoicing before the throne of God, 


drinking of the rivers of pleaſure that are at 


his right hand. 


11 1 ſhould leave a helpleſs infant, you will 
take care of it, and let it be brought up, with 
the reſt, in the nurture and admonition of the 


Lord. I am not ſolicitous to have my children 


great, but it is my earneſt wiſh and prayer 
that they may be good. My Beloved, Preſs, 


forward, a glorious prize awaits you. Be faith- 


fal unto death, and you ſhall obtain it, If you 
ſee 


E I 
foe me in my coffin, rejoice over me, and ſay, 
What was mortal the worms ſhall deſtroy; but 
her ſoul, arrayed in the robe of the Redeemer's 
righteouſneſs, lives, to die no more. Death is 


fwallowed up in VITY« We fall, we riſe, 
we reign! 


May the God of my youth, the protector of 5 
my advancing years, and the ſupport of my 
now declining days, keep you under the ſhadow 
of his Almighty wings! May he be your guard 
and guide through life, your comfort in the- 
hour of diſſolution, and your portion and hap- 
| pineſs throughout the ages of eternity. 

WIS 
MY MOST DEARLY BELOVED, 

When you are reading theſe lines, there will 
de nothing left of me, but a cold lump of clay. 
I bleſs God for having heard and anſwered my 
prayer; for, you know, I have often exprefled 
a defire that my immortal ſpirit might take its. 
flight before yours. Long may you live, for 
the ſake of your dear family, to bring them up 
in the fear of the Lord! Let me intreat you not 
to ſorrow as one without hope, for be aſſured 
that I am happy. I know that the enormous 
account of my {ins is blotted out by the precious 
blood of my crucified Redeemer, who came 
into the wor id, to call, not the righteous, but 
ſuch ſinners as 1 am, to repentance; and he 


has declared, that where He is, his people ſhall 
als 


[ 34 ] 
alfo be. So that I am only tranſplanted from * 
the Church Militant, into the Church Trium- 
phant, to join with that General Aſſembly in 
praiſing the riches of redeeming grace and dying 
love. I hope you have no doubt of the ſincerity 
of my affection to you. Heaven is my witneſs, 
that your temporal and ſpiritual welfare has been 
the ſubject of my inceſſant prayers; and, I truſt, 
they will be anſwering when I am fleeping in 
the duſt, If the diſembodied ſpirits may be fa- 
vored with the knowledge of things done below, 
and ſtill intereſted in the concernments of their 
dear relatives, as I have ſome reaſon to think 
they will—How gladly ſhall I accept the pleaſ- 
ing employ, of attending you as an inviſible 
guardian angel, to warn you of dangers, and 


lend you aid in every ſeaſon of diſtreſs. My firſt 


care ſhould be to wipe the tears from your be- 
loved check, to ſooth the wound my removal | 
has made, and help you to triumph over your 
loſs, with the fortitude and reſignation becom 
ing you as a child of God. Time is ſhort, In 
a ſew revolving years, at moſt, your ſilver cord 
of life will be looſed, and your golden bowl bro- 
ken; then, when every carthly comfort ſhall. 
'fade, you will know the worth of redemption. 
by the ſufferings, and death of the Son of God. 

Oh, that when fleſh and heart ſhall fail, you. 
may find Him your ſtrength and portion! It to, 
what a joyful meeting {hall we have to part no 


more 


[3] 


more, in his preſence, where there is fulneſs of 


joy, and where all tears ſhall be wiped away! 


I thank you for all the kindneſs you have ſhewn 
to me, a moſt unworthy creature. You have 
indeed been a tender and affectionate huſband 
to me. In you I have found a boſom friend, 
and my cares have been repoſed in your beloved 
breaſt. My earthly happineſs has been too great. 
I acquieſce. He who gave me life has a right 
to take it. I go to permanent happineſs with- 
out alloy, where ſorrow can find no entrance. 


And now, with all the folemn appendages of 


death in my view—the gloomy grave and an 
eternal world, into which I am about ta enter, 
J lift up my hands in ſupplication for you. May 
the bleſſings of the Eternal Jehovah reſt upon 
you! May his preſence be your light and your 
ſtrength, to direct and ſupport you through all 
the changes of this mortal life. And when you 
are bidding adieu to all in this world, may his 
Almighty arm be your defence, and may his 
Heavenly Meſſengers convey your departing 
ſpirit to the unſullied regions of eternal peace ! 
Adieu, till we meet to part no more. The 
Lord bleſs you Ss | SE 


Your affeQionate Wife! in life wed death, o 


MARGARET Macpaien — 


Let 


(3) 


IU et the candid reader compare the reflec- 
tions of Lord Cheſterfield with theſe of this 
pious Mrs. A——s, he will ſurely exclaim, 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 

2 end be like her s. 


THE END, 
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